“The Wall of the Non-Negotiable:
Giving Children a Voice

EUROPEAN NEGOTIATION CONFERENCE 2025



In your opinion, what is non-negotiable or should never
be compromised ?

We asked this question to children —simply, openly —and the answers we received were
very powerful.

In a world where we talk so much about negotiation, citizenship, and empathy, we often
forget to ask the youngest among us what they think, to ask children.

This project was designed to give them a space to be truly heard — not just listened to, but
acknowledged.

[t's both a civic and poetic initiative. In Spring 2025, ahead of the conference, children from
different parts of France have engaged in creative workshops, where they could express their
own “non-negotiables” through drawings, words, poems, or short stories.



These workshops were simple yet meaningful. In just one hour, children were
Invited to: reflect on what really matters to them, talk in small groups, and then
create a drawing or write a sentence, starting with:

“What is non-negotiable for me is...”

They spoke about respect, kindness, protecting the planet, the need for peace,
the importance of friendship, and the right to feel safe.

These creations were displayed during the conference in what we've called the
Wall of the Non-Negotiable — not as a list of rules, but as a mosaic of deep
human values, expressed through the eyes of children.

These voices remind us of something essential:
Negotiation begins with knowing what truly matters to us — and to others.
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By listening to children, we reconnect with a kind of clarity and sincerity
that can often get lost in adulthood.

As the quote introducing this project says:
“Those who let themselves be changed by children will be the ones who
can truly change the world.”

We invite you to discover a selection from this wall below, featuring a few of
the children’s drawings.

We hope that these art pieces move you, prompt reflection, and invite you
to consider negotiation not merely as a strategic process, but as a
profoundly human encounter one rooted in values, dignity, and mutual
recognition.
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